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I understand aswel by a letter I long since received from the
Maior of Bristoll, as by conference with Sir George Pekham,
that you have endevoured, & given much light for the discovery
of the Westerne partes yet unknowen: as your studie in these
things is very commendable, so I thanke you much for the same;
wishing you do continue your travell in these and like matters,
which are like to turne not only to your owne good in private,
but to the publike benefite of this Realme. And so I bid you fare-
well. From the Court the n, of March. 1582.
Your loving Friend,

Francis Walsingham.

105. ii MARCH 1583. SIR FRANCIS WALSINGHAM TO THOMAS
ALDWORTH, MAYOR OF BRISTOL^
A letter of Sir Francis Walsingham to Master Thomas Aid-
worth merchant, and at that time Maior of the Citie of Bristoll,
concerning their adventure in the Westerne discoverie.
After my heartie commendations, I have for certaine causes
deferred the answere of your letter of November last till now,
which I hope commeth all in good time. Your good inclination
to the Westerne discoverie I cannot but much commend. And
for that sir Humfrey Gilbert, as you have heard long since, hath
bene preparing into those parts being readie to imbarke within
these 10. dayes, who needeth some further supply of shipping
then yet he hath, I am of opinion that you shall do well if the
ship or 2. barkes you write of, be put in a readinesse to goe
alongst with him, or so soone after as you may. I hope this
travell wil proove profitable to the Adventurers and generally
beneficiall to the whole realme: herein I pray you conferre with
these bearers, M. Richard Hackluyt, and M. Thomas Steventon,
to whome I referre you: And so bid you heartily farewell. Rich-
mond the 11. of March. 1582.
Your loving Friend,
Francis Walsingham.
1 Hakluyt, Principal navigations in (1600), 182. Reprinted by Taylor,
Hakluyts, p. 196.